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I guess | had only a fancy about studying engineering as | had no idea what it
means. But | always liked challenges and liked to do what people said girls can’t
do. So | could ride a bicycle at the age of 12 and drive a jeep at the age of 16. |
was more or less an intelligent student. | wanted a good profession and wanted
to be financially independent.

e When you expressed
your wish to pursue a
career, which was
(and still is, to some
extent) predominantly
male-dminated, what
was the reaction in
your family?

My father late Jatindra K.
Majumder was very
liberal minded. He was a
first class first in MSc, a
deputy magistrate
| (Bengal - Civil Service),
with six daughters (I am
the third) all of whom he
wanted to educate as
best as he could. He
resented  very much
' when friends and
' relations pitied him for
% having o] many
#§| daughters.

In my family, only my
| father’s approval
mattered, so reactions of

others didn’t matter much.

Who encouraged you the most? Was there any hindrance from family and the
locality/society? Did you hear any funny comment about your decision?

With my father’s permission, | appeared in the tests for admission to the medical
as well as engineering colleges. It was the first time due to India gaining
independence, that all areas of study were declared open in the year 1947 for
both girls and boys by the government. | got selected in BE College as well as in
Calcutta Medical College. | wanted to opt for engineering and my father agreed.

Relations and friends thought it was very unwise. General opinion was “TNCIOIT G
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L n..-! have any alternative careers in mind in case your wish was not granted?
- ® 2 you 100% sure about your family’s acceptance and your capabilities to
2 it through?
‘9 . . . .
was adamant as a young girl. If | failed | would have gone for medical studies.

v . S
_From your interview in The Telegraph, we know that you got through an entrance

- _exam. What kind of exams used to be held those days? How different was the
ormat from the present kind?

So far | remember there were several papers to appear. Maths was the main

subject paper, a little tough. Also the drawing paper. The others were physics and
;; which | found not so touql\ tell you the truth, | am not acquainted

4-" esent day entrance exam papers. My interest ceased with both my
to 11 haragpur in 1977 and in 1990 respectively.
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ed, he was a total failure. | depended on hired maids who were easily
€ those days. | married quite late, in the year 1959. My first son was
1 in 1960, and the second one was born in 1967. There was a stillborn
.:“‘ in 1963 — the grief of losing her | could not forget for which | blame
myself and my pressure of work. At that time | was working towards setting up
\“ S éovernment of West Bengal’s first polytechnic for women in Calcutta (meant
~ only for girls), recruiting mostly woman teachers and as many woman technical
. staff as possible.
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ell us some of your professional achievements and especially *the assignment*
in particular that will always remain close to your heatrt.

2 /3 years of work in factories WOrkshops, | joined Delhi Polytechnic in
each. This was the only government engineering college at that time in
)elhi University. Within a short time | published two books, 1.
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f to Pamela Chakraborty. This kind of news makes me extremely happy.
the ole model for aspiring woman engineers and will always remain so. |
d like to meet her personally and congratulate her.
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'e know you are the first woman engineer from Calcutta University, but we also
.1" k you may be the first "Indian" woman engineer in India. To confirm this, we
~had posted a question in Yahoo (see link below) but the same still remains un-
~ answered! Can you please throw some light on this?

L'
- http://in.answers.yahoo.com/question/index?qid=20080309041742AAIkPnb
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i may be the first woman engineer in mechanical discipline from India and
a University, but | heard tha Madras ‘Guindy University’, one woman
er or two woman engineers Mted in electrical engineering before me.
ry to-find this out by writing to south Indian universities, particularly to
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